West Virginia School of Osteopathic Medicine

INSTITUTIONAL PoLIcy: DO-14

Category: Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine Program

Subject: Promotion Requirement National Board Examination -
Passage of COMLEX

Effective Date:  Apri-8,2024

Updated: N/A

Applicability: Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine Students

DO 14-1. Authority
W. Va. Code § 18B-1-6

DO 14-2. Introduction

This policy defines the requirements of the West Virginia School of Osteopathic Medicine
(“WVSOM”) for promotion of students as they relate to passage of the Comprehensive
Osteopathic Medical Licensing Examinations (“COMLEX”).

DO 14-3. Definitions

3.1 “NBOME?” refers to the National Board of Osteopathic Medical Examiners.

313.2 “COMLEX Level 1” means-thep em—and-symptom-based-assessmen asie-mediea
seteneesknowledge-administered-by NBOME(“CL-1") refers to the first examination in the
COMLEX series administered by NBOME.

3233 “COMLEX Level 2-CE” means—the—cognitive—examination(CE)—of —<chneal—skils
administered-by NBOME(“CL-2") refers to the second examination in the COMLEX series

administered by NBOME.
34 “COMLEX Prep—"PP&eléPreparatlon Courses” ( “CPC”) meaﬂs—th%fem%ef—lﬁemeéaﬂen—aﬂd

£&1¥Hf%refers to requlred courses for all students preparing for CL 1 (“CPC Ll”) or CL 2

(“CPC-L27).

3.5 “COMLEX Retake Courses” (“CRC”) refers to a required course for any student who does
not pass CL-1 (“CRC-L1”) or CL-2 (“CRC-CL2)”.

3.6 “COMSAE” refers to Comprehensive Osteopathic Medical Self-Assessment Examinations
practice examination created by the NBOME.

3.7  “Qualifying Exam” is a proctored exam approved by the Director of ONB or the Dean used
to determine whether a student may take CL-1 or CL-2. A qualifying exam may include, but
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1s not limited to, one or more specifically designated COMSAEs, an exam available through
a commercial board preparation company, or an in-house exam.

3.8  “Dean” refers to the WVSOM Vice President of Academic Affairs and Dean.

3.9 “ADCE” refers to the Associate Dean of Clinical Education.

3.10 “ADPE” refers to the Associate Dean of Preclerkship Education.

33311 “SPC” refers to the “Student Promotions Committee”, which is advisory to the
ADPE. ADCE, and Dean.

3:53.12 “OSCE” means the Objective Structured Clinical Examinations administered by
the West Virginia School of Osteopathic Medicine.

DO 14-4. COMLEX Level 1 Requirements
4.1

4.2

ard-Exa 3 3 : ~ -To be be
eligible to take CL-1, students must successfullv complete all prechmcal academic

requirements and readiness requirements as set forth in WVSOM’s Procedure for
Institutional Policy DO-14: Promotion Requirement National Board Examination — Passage
of COMLEX.

4.2.1 All students are required to take COMEEXTLevel +CL-1 within WVSOM’s exam
window as set forth in WA-SOM s-precedure-on-COMEEX—examinationsProcedure

for Institutional Policy DO-14.

42.2 Students may not take COMEEX—Tevel+CL-1 on a date that conflicts with an
academic activity required by WVSOM, unless excused by the-Asseciate Deanfor
Predoctoral-Clinteal-dueation ADCEL.

4.3  Failure to Take COMLEX Level 1

4.3.1 Students who do not take COMEEXTevel-+CL-1 within the exam window will not

be allowed to eentinue-enbegin ehniealrotations unless-a-defermenthasbeengranted
by-the-Viee Presidentfor-Academie Affairs-and Peanand will be referred to the SPC

for failure to meet academic standards.

4.4 Failure of COMLEX Level 1
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Students will be classified as Academiallv—at—

Risk Category 1 for a first failure of CL-1. Students will be classified as
Academically-at-Risk Category 2 for subsequent CL-1 failures.

442 All students who fail COMEEXTevel +CL-1 will be-placed-on-the COMEEXPrep
Frack-assetforth-inProcedureforInstitutional Peliey DPO—14complete a CRC as set

forth in Procedure for Institutional Policy DO-14: Promotion Requirement National
Board Examination — Passage of COMLEX.

DO 14-5. COMLEX Level 2-CE Requirements

5.1

52

53

54

Students must pass- COMEEXLevel 2-CE-as-arequirement forgraduationtake CL-2 to begin
Year 4.

Students-To be eligible to take CL-2, students must pass COMEEXTEevelHCL-1, complete
all Year 3 requirements, and all readiness requirements as set forth in Procedure for
Institutional Policy DO-14: Promotion Requirement National Board Examination — Passage

of COMLEX ﬁ&%—%%%%%%%eempk%eaﬂ—reqkﬁeé&s&gﬂm%&p&ss

5.2.1 All students are required to take COMEEXEevel 2-CECL-2 within WVSOM’s exam
window as set forth in WA SOM s-precedure-on-COMEEX—examinationsProcedure

for Institutional Policy DO-14: Promotion Requirement National Board Examination
— Passage of COMLEX.

5.2.2 Students may not take COMEEXLEevel 2-CECL-2 on a date that conflicts with an
academic activity required by WVSOM, unless excused by the Asseciate Dean—for
Predoctoral Chinical EducationADCE.,

Failure to Take COMLEX Level 2-CE

5.3.1 Students who do not take COMEEXLevel 2-CECL-2 within the exam window will

not be allowed to continue on elinteal-rotations unless-a-deferment-has-beengranted
by-the- Viee Prestdent for Academie-Affairsand Peanand will be referred to the SPC

for failure to meet academic standards.

532 Ammed—f&&wﬁe—%@@%%&v%@%%ﬂ%m—%&&ﬁe&&b&mg

Failure of COMLEX Level 2-CE
5.4.1 Fer—a—ﬁm%f&rh&%e#@@%@@bevel—}GE—sméemHmH—b%e}&Sﬁﬁed—as

stuéaa%&bemg—p%&eed—e*%eade&&ea%b&at—&wle@a%ege{%Students W111 be c1a551ﬁed

as Academically-at-Risk Category 1 for a first failure of CL-2. Students will be
classified as Academically-at-Risk Category 2 for subsequent CL-2 failures.
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5.4.2 All students who fail COMEEXLevel 2-CECL-2 will be-placed-onthe COMEEX
Prep-Frack-complete a CRC as set forth in Procedure for Institutional Policy DO-14:
Promotion Requirement National Board Examination — Passage of COMLEX.

DO 14-6. Number of Overall COMLEX Failures

6.1 Students will be academically dismissed if they-exeeed-tweo-COMEEXfailures-on-any-one
exam-type(COMEEXLevelH-or COMEEXLevel 2-CE) do not pass CL-1 or CL-2 on their
third attempts.

6:36.2 Academic dismissals under this Section 6 are not appealable under Section 78.

DO 14-7. Appeal

Except for academic dismissals under Section 6, requirements found in this policy that constitute
an academic sanction may be appealed under WVSOM’s policy on appeal of academic dismissal
and academic sanctions.

DO 14-8. Implementation of Policy

This policy will be implemented using applicable WVSOM policies and procedures, including
WVSOM’s procedure on COMLEX examinations.

DO 14-9. References

9.1 Procedure for Institutional Policy DO-14: Promotion Requirement National Board
Examination - Passage of COMLEX

9.2 Institutional Policy DO-08: Academically-at-Risk
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